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Fr K. L. George, SJ

R E C T O R ’ S
m e s s a g e

 Good morning. These two words are repeated 
everyday by many people, along with some very inspiring 
and encouraging words. Yes, I am talking about the ‘good 
morning messages’ that all of us get every morning. What 
is there in these messages? What do these messages mean 
to people? How do people respond to such messages? The 
answer to such questions depends on who receives them. 
I have heard people talk disapprovingly of such messages. 
I have also seen people responding to them in a positive 
way, and adding their own comments. 

 There is a saying: ‘Familiarity breeds contempt, 
rarity wins admiration ’ .  I guess those who are unable to 
admire such ‘good morning messages’ must be those who see 
things in a familiar, routine, habitual and mechanical way. 
This is what happens when we function at the superficial 
level. But if we pause and sped time to read these messages 
carefully and mindfully, often we would find a great depth 
of inspiration in them which we would otherwise miss. 
And this has been my experience. I find great inspiration 
and encouragement in reading some of these good morning 
messages. I read all of them, some carefully, mindfully and 
even spend time reflecting on them. 

 Robert Frost once wrote, “Two roads diverged in 

a wood, and I - / I took the one less travelled by, / And 
that has made all the difference”. For those of us who view 
life as a wood, especially during this time of Covid-19 
lockdown - how many dare think out of the box, to tread 
the road less travelled by? Long time ago a friend of mine 
told me that the wisdom which inspirational books contain 
is theory and bookish and not practical or helpful in life. 
Francis bacon remarked, “Some books are to be tasted, 
others to be swallowed, and some few to be chewed and 
digested; that is, some books are to be read only in parts; 
others to be read, but not curiously; and some few are to 
be read wholly, and with diligence and attention”. Bacon is 
known for practical wisdom. How do we choose books? Do 
we read them?

 Good morning messages are like books. Some of 
them contain great wisdom that can stimulate us to think, 
to inspire and to guide our ways in the right path to 
happiness and fullness of life. They are like little doses of 
tonic that nourish us just as food nourishes our bodies. 
Choose them wisely. During this lockdown we all have a 
lot of time which we can wisely utilise. Books, films, and 
quotes, wisely chosen, can be of great help these days, and 
always.

Fr Leo Alphonse Raj, SJ

f r o m  t h e
P R I N C I PA L’ S  D E S K

 At the beginning of this year, you and I had great 
plans. We hoped that all will be well and that this year 
would bring great times. However, things have turned out 
to be very different and quite unexpected. Our expectations 
have been foiled. We may even be dismayed at all these.

 However, we are surprised at ourselves that we are 
able to cope with this situation and deal with various kinds 
of people in varying moods. We might not have thought 
that we would be able to handle it so well so far. The 
present situation has brought us closer to our own families 
and nature. It looks like nature is renewing and reviving. 
The lockdown has made us realize that our problems are 
much less compared to the problems of many others. It 
has brought out the best in us and helped us grow up 
emotionally and creatively. We have realized that we have 
a role to play in shaping the world and that we are not an 
island. We have learnt that what each of us do in a corner 
of a village, affected in a bigger way, the larger world. 

 We need one another. We need the support of 
everyone, though it is a herculean task. We have learnt that 
we should not stop to dream and be creative. It is not about 

getting recognized but it is about taking part in shaping 
one’s dream and trying to achieve despite all odds.  

 The second semester has just begun. There are 
difficulties in studying online. The difficulties are 
addressed so that the online classes run smoothly despite 
all difficulties. Many of you are braving well. And this will 
eventually bear fruit, of which we shall be proud. Some of 
you have become more creative and our NP Weekly is a great 
example. Everyone is learning something new every day in 
order to brave a new world, a world of virtual learning. 
The ICSE and ISC students might be wondering about 
the future course of action. You and I know that we have 
done everything possible for our better future and I hope 
that we shall triumph and put all our worries to rest. Dear 
students, let us continue to learn our lessons in whatever 
way we can. Let us keep the flame of hope burning bright 
even in adverse situations. Let us find ways and means to 
keep ourselves busy, creative and kind. Never let the odds 
keep us from doing what we know in our heart we were 
meant to do. 

Sursum Corda!
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S i r  G u i l h e r m e  Va z

Papal Knight of St Gregory the Great

CV by Fr. Dr. K L George, SJ

Sir Guilherme Vaz is an alumnus of St Joseph’s School, North 
Point, Darjeeling from where he completed his schooling; Then he 
went to St Xavier’s College, Kolkata from where he graduated; Finally 
at Xavier School of Management (XLRI), Jamshedpur, he specialized 
in Human Resource Management.

He had a unique, outstanding and simultaneous experience 
in Corporate, Academic, Governmental, International, Non-
Governmental and Non-Profit,organizations including Church and 
Faith-based Institutions. Sir Vaz is a globally recognized individual in 
the Social Sector (Education, Health & Environment) with exceptional 
experience in Managing Large Scale Transformational Change, 
spread over 46 countries with diverse cultures and complexities. As 
an Independent International Development Consultant, he has also 
advised Governments, International Development Agencies and 
Individual Institutions to be more socially-inclusive, person-centric 
and impact-oriented, through strategy, financial management, 
skills development, transformational change, collaborations and 
partnerships, better governance, relevant technology, project 
management and evaluation.

That his CV runs into several pages, it is not possible to 
list them in this short article. The following is the summary of his 
achievements.

Foreign Training: 

•Team-Based Organizational Structuring & Development; Holset UK
•High Performance Management Systems; Cummins USA
•Implementing Fast Cycle Time; Holset, UK & USA
•Real Time Organizational Learning; Holset UK & USA
•Implementing & Managing Corporate Brands; Wolff Olins UK

His teaching, training & academic experience spans 41 
years.

•Four years in ICSE section of St Xavier’s Collegiate School, Calcutta
while simultaneously pursuing Graduate studies at St Xavier’s
College, Calcutta.
•As a visiting faculty for 37 years in various institutions including
Xavier Institute of Management, Mumbai; IIT, Mumbai; SNDT
Women’s University, Mumbai; Academic Staff College, Mumbai
University, Mumbai; Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai; Tata

Management Training Centre, Pune; Association of Commonwealth 
Universities; Pontificia UniversitàUrbaniana (Urbaniana University, 
Rome); and Speaker at several Universities, Colleges and Institutes 
around the world. 

Expert & Resource Person for Programmes of: 

•The World Bank; The Asian Development Bank; The African
Development Bank; The Commonwealth Foundation; The Canadian
International Development Agency; The United Nations Development
Programme; The United States Agency for International Development; 
The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization; 
The Association of Commonwealth Universities; The Aga Khan
Foundation; and The Dawoodi Bohra Trust.

SNDT Women’s University (Asia’s First Women’s University):

•Conceptualized and helped establish India’s first Post Graduate
Department of Education Management in SNDT Women’s University,
Mumbai and continuing as an External Examiner for Action Research
Projects for over 25 years; Member of Working Committee: Revision of 
Commerce Syllabus for Under-graduate and Post- Graduate University 
levels; Setting up a Post-graduate Faculty of Management Studies;
Co-facilitator, National and International training programmes for
Educational Administrators.

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT: 

•Established India’s largest Skills Training Company delivering
employment oriented training through over 100 programmes, across
various National Skills Qualification Framework levels, in 23 high
growth sectors.
•Conceptualized and deployed a National Skills Development
Initiative (highlighted as a best practice by the then Planning
Commission) to vocationally train and guarantee employment to half
a million Below Poverty Line Women through appropriate, blended
technology-enabled instruction and hands-on skills development.
McKinsey profiled this model at Davos as an excellent example of
impact and success at scale
•Assisted in outlining a Transnational Qualification Framework, to
enable mobility of teachers in the Commonwealth that was welcomed

Sir Guilherme Vaz
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by the Commonwealth Education Ministers as a strategic initiative 
for immediate implementation
•“Integrating Vocational Education with Academic Education in 
Commonwealth Open Schools” under his research and authorship 
has been published by the Commonwealth of Learning, Vancouver 
and has been very positively received and drawn upon.
•An outcome of a workshop he conducted for Commonwealth countries 
in Namibia on “Education Services to Prison Inmates” resulted in 
a unique, relevant and practical modular framework for a Prison 
Education Services Curriculum for all Commonwealth Countries that 
enable inmates to cope positively with prison sentence as offenders 
while acquiring skills that would help them reintegrate positively in 
society and avoid re-incarceration.
•Conceptualized a Global Training & Empowerment initiative to 
operate in India, Africa, Hong Kong, Brazil, and China & Slavic 
Countries.
•Conceptualized a Training, Skills Development and Deployment of 
the largest and widest Recognition of Prior Learning and Experience 
Programme in the Private Sector involving 3,00,000 employees 
cutting across all levels, functions and diverse industries.

CORPORATE EXPERIENCE: 25 years with The Tata Group.

•Tata Motors Ltd: Corporate Human Resource Management 
•Tata Sons Ltd: Deputy Director, Corporate Affairs 
•IL&FS (Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services Ltd) 6 years as 
Advisor to Chairman & Managing Director and Director on its Social 
Infrastructure Companies

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA: Regardless of the Government in 
power, he served in different capacities for 25 years, in: 

•Ministry of Human Resources Development as Resource Person 
•The Council for The Indian School Certificate Examinations (CISCE)
The first to represent Government of India over the last 20 years on 
the National Boards of Education 
•The Inter-State Board for Anglo-Indian Education. 
•The National Institute of Open Schooling, Member Executive Board 
(NIOS).
•Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), Resource Person.
•Council of Boards of Secondary Education in India (COBSE), 
Resource person.
•National Joint Review Mission on Teacher Education, Member.
•University Grants Commission 
•Ministry of Labour 
•Ministry of Finance 
•Ministry of Rural Development 
•Ministry of Communications & Information Technology 
•Ministry of Minority Affairs 

Govt of India Inter-Ministerial:

•Quality Council of India; Pan-India National large scale change 
initiatives; Good Governance and Attitudinal Change Management 
Programme; National e-Governance Plan; Private-Public Partnership 
Models; Pan-India Edu-Sat; Pan–Africa Initiative.
•Served as Resource Person to 19 State Government Bodies

Catholic Church: At the international level he served for 40 years 
and more, in 46 countries

•International level
Nominee of Pope Benedict XI & Pope Francis on The Vatican Pontifical 
Council for the Laity;Nominee of Pope Francis & Consultor to the 
Vatican Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life;and other Pontifical, 
Diocesan and Congregation level bodies.
•In India he served in many Commissions and Committees at the 
National and Diocesan levels.

He has several publications (those counted 22) in the international 
books and journals.

Special Recognitions:

•Honoured as the first Honorary Member of The Commonwealth Open 
School Association and unanimously co-opted onto its Executive 
Board. 
•Honoured by the Honourable Minister of Education of the Republic 
of Trinidad and Tobago for contribution to Education in the Caribbean 
and to The Community of Latin American and Caribbean States. 
•First Honorary consultant to Ghana’s Centre for National Distance 
Learning and Open Schooling 
•Special invitee and Resource Person to the Triennial Conferences 
of Commonwealth Education Ministers in South Africa, Malaysia, 
Mauritius, The Bahamas & Fiji. 
•Member, Board of Advisors since 2002, Education World, Asia’’s 
first education-focused magazine. 
•Member of the Pontifical Council for the Laity, Vatican City as 
Nominee of Pope Benedict XVI & Pope Francis 
•Consultor to The Pontifical Council for the Laity, Family and Life, 
Vatican City as Nominee of Pope Francis 
•Conferred “Knight of the Order of St Gregory the Great” by Pope 
Francis in 2016 
•Honoured by The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Inida in 2018 for 
being the only Speaker and Resource Person for 3 Plenary Meetings. 
•Conferred the 2018 “Distinguished Alumnus Award” by XLRI 
Jamshedpur.

Mr. Jack Vaz
Father of Sir Guilherme Vaz
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an article by

A A R O N  G U R U N G

In 2011, the Middle East faced the worst humanitarian crisis 

that the world had ever seen. Yemen was brought down from 

being the heart and pride of Ancient Arabia to one of the poorest 

countries in the Middle East. 

History:

 Before we begin to analyse the cause of this crisis, we 

must remember that there were many big “players” who were 

responsible for the deterioration of Yemen’s economy, health and 

safety of people. Ali Abdullah Saleh was the president of Yemen 

for 20 years since 1990. He was one of the aforementioned big 

players and was also the man who had once compared ruling over 

Yemen to “dancing on the heads of snakes”. Protests were made 

against him and during the Arab Spring of 2011, the Yemenis rose 

up against Saleh in the hopes that things might get better. But 

they didn’t and this is when the next big player comes in; Saudi 

Arabia. Saudi Arabia is the most influential member of the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (G.C.C.). The GCC oversaw negotiations to 

finally force Saleh out. The GCC then led a campaign sanctioned 

by the UN (United Nations) and IMF (International Monetary 

Fund) to reinstall the 2012 imposed “transitional government” 

which was to be led by Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi, an old Yemeni 

political hand. 

 Yemen continued to suffer under President Hadi after the 

revolution. The initiatives that had come out of the revolution 

were brokered by Gulf powers who simply appeared to return the 

same old elites to power. So by 2014, some of Yemen’s factions 

began to lose patience. One of them was the Houthis, who were 

also one of the big players out there. The Houthis are the Shia 

Muslim minority from Northern Yemen. They were one of the 

most influential people who were involved in the uprising against 

Saleh. Now there is a slight twist here. The Houthis and Saleh 

were both sidelined by the GCC’s plan for a new government. So, 

the former enemies joined forces. The Houthis along with the 

remaining Saleh’s allies took over Yemen’s capital, Sana’a, in 2014.

 President Hadi had to flee to Saudi Arabia so as to not get 

captured by the revolting population. But the Saudis were tenacious 

and formed a coalition with several other countries, to return their 

elected leader back into power. This led to a war between the GCC 

and the newly formed alliance of Saleh and the Houthis.

 Saudi’s aim was to restore the government of Hadi, protect 

its own southern border, prevent the fragmentation of Yemen and 

it wanted to contain the perceived growing influence of Iran in the 

region.

 The Saudi-led intervention led to a campaign of relentless 

air strikes. There were more than 20,000 attacks according to the 

latest news. They claimed that their attacks were targeting the 

Houthis and Saleh military but the civilians there accused Saudi 

for targeting hospitals, schools and other places where civilians 

were present. This led to the deaths of thousands of civilians. 

 This brings us to the world’s worst humanitarian crisis, the 

Yemen Crisis.
Ali Abdullah Saleh (right) was forced to hand over power 

to Abdrabbuh Mansour Hadi (left)



Condition in Yemen RIGHT NOW:

 

 In this war, it’s not just the fighting that is causing all the 

suffering, even aid is being used as a weapon. Due to the coalition 

of Saudi in 2015 with other countries like Egypt, Qatar, etc, a land, 

air and sea barrier was created around Yemen. This barrier was 

created to prevent the Houthis and Saleh from being influenced 

by Iran who had been providing military equipment to them, but 

this also made it almost impossible for supplies to get in and out 

of Yemen. The Houthis were also blamed for blocking, destroying 

and taking aid for themselves rather than providing it to the needy. 

 Due to lack of aid, various infectious diseases like Cholera 

(Vibrio cholera) were spreading fast throughout the country. 

Doctors were facing a severe shortage of drugs and medical 

equipments were inadequate. 

 In the country that consisted of  more than 29 million 

people, the UN said that over 24 million people required any kind 

of humanitarian support and even though the UN tried its best to 

assist the people in Yemen, the Houthis and Saleh denied any help 

that were being provided to them.

 In 2017, Saleh tried to side with the coalition by publicly 

announcing his hate for the Houthis. Two days later, he was killed 

by them.

 The Houthis made it extremely hard for the people of 

Yemen to get help from other countries. The COVID-19 virus also 

did not stop the Houthis from refusing aid from other countries.

They reportedly keep the number of cases of COVID-19 hidden 

and unknown to the people of Yemen. 

 Doctors and nurses in Yemen fear for their own lives as 

they enter the minefield of COVID-19 in hospitals. They want to 

heal the infected but they, in their mind, know that it is impossible 

to heal anyone in that cramped hospital which has few to no 

medical supplies. Colleges and schools have been converted into 

quarantine centres. Healthcare workers in Yemen report that at 

least one or two persons from every family die from COVID-19. 

It has also been reported that if the Houthis continue to keep the 

number of COVID-19 cases hidden, the number of cases will have 

to be measured through geographical regions and not by accurate 

numericals.

 The medical facilities are so scarce that the most crowded 

borders have only one thermometer to check over 5000 people 

who pass through it every day.

 The Yemenis have been suffering from the time the war had 

started and their suffering does not look like it’s going to end soon. 

Firstly, they were fearing for their lives every day and night due to 

the constant air strikes from the coalition, then they were crippled 

and denied aid which led to the world largest Cholera outbreak 

and now they are being infected by the coronavirus which the 

Houthi authorities refuse to shed light on.

 This humanitarian crisis has not been given the importance 

it needs. We need to shed light on this crisis and make people 

aware of the inhuman things that we humans are capable of doing.

5
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QUIZ REPORTS
Of the three online quizzing events that were held during the lockdown

RAVI PRAKASH GUPTA
Secretary, Quiz Club of North Point

A mind that opens to new ideas never returns to its original size. ‘“”
A L B E R T  E I N S T I E N

 The lockdown has adversely changed our daily time-table and impacted our day-to-day lives. It has not only affected our studies 
but also the co-curricular activities for the academic year. The lockdown has introduced us to the different techniques of staying connected 
with each other even during this challenging phase. In the midst of this ongoing phase, three national Quizzing events were conducted 
online through Zoom and Google Meeting apps. This managed to rejuvenate our inquisitive minds during the lockdown.

 The Assam Quiz, which was the first online quiz competition 
for most of us, was hosted by the teachers and alumni of St. 
Vivekananda Academy Guwahati, Assam. Students from class 
9-12 from various parts of India came together virtually for the 
prelims, which was held in the second week of June. Out of more 
than 100 participating contestants, 20 of them qualified for the 
Semi-final round, which included 4 North Pointers- Ravi Prakash 
Gupta and Rudraksh Sharma from Class 9 and Shashank Tiwari 
and Samanwya Dey from Class 11. The Semi-finals was held online 
through video conference and lasted for more than 2 hours. The 
conference brought students from different parts of the country 
in one screen and indeed, it felt as if we were under one roof. The 
interaction amongst the students and the cheerful quizmasters 
made the online event a celebration of the inquisitive minds sitting 
in front of their screens. After rounds of intense quizzing, we got 
the finalists of the competition. Shashank and Samanwya of North 
Point made it to the finals. The finals took place in the evening of 
June the 20th and our fingers were crossed as we watched the live 
stream of the finals in social media. Samanwya Dey of Class 11 was 
ultimately declared as the winner and won the cash prize.

The Assam QU(iz)ANTINE

SAMANWYA DEY 

Winner of The Assam Quiz
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Kalimpong Quarantine Quiz

 The Quiz Club of Kalimpong too organized an open 

national online Quiz Competition which garnered more 

than 5000 participants. There were a total of 5 preliminary 

rounds conducted and 10 participants qualified for the 

Semi-finals. Shashank Tiwari (11 Science) and ex-North 

Pointer Sahyan Fareedi Ahmed made it up to the Semi 

-Finals and ultimately to the Finals. The jolly quizmaster, 

Mr. Suraj Mani Pradhan, left no stones unturned to make 

sure that the audience were invested and watching the live 

streaming of the quiz in KTV, Kalimpong’s social media 

page. There was a neck-to-neck competition between the 

finalists. Shashank Tiwari was declared the winner and 

received a cash reward of Rs.25,000. Sayhan Fareedi 

Ahmed was declared as the first runner up  and therefore 

both the top positions were secured by our North Pointers. 

Capt Prakash Pradhan, the President of The Kalimpong 

Quiz Club, the quizmasters, the GTA associates and the 

entire technological team together made the whole online 

event a success.

SHASHANK TIWARI 

Winner of The Kalimpong Quiz

Bangalore Potterheads’ Quiz

 All these 3 quizzing events left no stones unturned to rejuvenate our inquisitive minds during this lockdown. 

This recreation was not only felt by the participants but perhaps by the entire virtual audience as well.  The efforts 

of all  the organising teams were highly commendable. It was indeed amazing to see that the Quizzing Spirit of the 

Hills continues to blossom even during this arduous scenario.

 The Bangalore Potterheads’ club organized a Harry 

Potter fandom-based quizzing event which was one of its 

kind. On the 21st of June, we were all hooked on to our 

Zoom screens considering the event to be our Hogwarts 

OWL (Ordinary Wizarding Level) test. Many Potterheads 

from our school too participated in the online event. We 

thoroughly enjoyed the intense rounds of quizzing and 

the fandom discussions.
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Q. What is your opinion on the current covid-19 pandemic

and the responses of the governments to this pandemic?

Ans.  Well, this is something that has shocked the whole global 

community. A pandemic this had never happened, except for the 

wars. The impact of this is going to be equally bad and I think the 

response of the governments all over the globe is not bad.

In the beginning it was not good, for instance the response of 

some of the Western countries was still not adequate. In fact it was 

in the wrong direction with some leaders denying the problems. 

I think we, in Bhutan, were very fortunate that the American 

individual who was found with Covid-19 was treated properly due to 

His Majesty’s foresight and vision. A great leader such as him had the 

intuition to realize how serious the situation was because I myself 

did not know that it was this serious.  

We were quite amazed that he immediately went for it in full 

swing and it is because of His Majesty’s concern the government is 

also doing whatever it can. So, I think Bhutan has done the right 

thing and that is why today it’s all being contained here in Paro, 

Phuentsholing, etc. Otherwise you can imagine what could have 

happened here.

We do not know the full extent of the corona virus in 

neighbouring countries because people have not been tested. If you 

have more virus tests, you might find more people who are positive.

If India has been impacted in such a serious way, you can 

The last time we had a talk, I said to Father(Van), “You 
would be very happy to know from me that I am a very 
good Buddhist actually, but most of my good Buddhist 

values I learnt from your Christian school”.

A L U M N I  C O N N E C T

”
Lyonpo Yeshey Zimba is a political figure of Bhutan. He was 
the Prime Minister of Bhutan two times first from 2000 to 
2001; then from 2004 to 2005. Following the first general 
elections in mid-2007, he became the Minister of Works and 

Humane Settlement.

This interview was conducted on  24 th June 2020 at the residence of 
Lyonpo Zimba in Mothithang, Thimphu, Bhutan by our Chief Editor 

Sonam Palden Wangchuk (12 Science).

imagine what can happen in Bhutan. With the free movement of 

people, it can be spread easily by people who are not even showing 

the symptoms, so that’s the biggest danger. I think Bhutan has done 

a fantastic job.

Q.  What sports and other activities did you participate in as  

a student in North Point?

Ans.  Well, I couldn’t participate 

in most of these sports activities 

because my leg was not very 

strong. I could walk around and 

do everything else but it was not 

easy, so I just enjoyed it.

I tried everything that 

was mandatory to take part in at 

North Point. I don’t know how 

it is right now but in our time, 

during spring you had to play 

cricket, basketball, volleyball.

Then you had football, so every day we had to come out in our 

full football uniforms as if we were playing a World Cup match. I was 

in the O’Neil house. I couldn’t excel in sports due to my leg problem, 

nevertheless I took part in everything. We used to go camping in 

Singla and all those places; it was fun.

Fr. Gerard Van Walleghem
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Q. Would you mention some memories that you cherish

from your school days?

Ans.  Well  everything was memorable.  When I  went to study in 

the United States I  suddenly realized that  the school  I  left  behind 

was,  without a  doubt,  one of  the very best  schools  in the world 

considering the kind of  education that  I  received. 

When I  went there I  did not  feel  that  I  was lacking in 

anything.  Actually  I  knew everything better,  al l  thanks to North 

Point  and the way the school  was organized -  fantastic. 

I  was most  impressed by the commitment of  the Fathers 

towards education which was their  l i fe ’s  mission.  Those days as 

young kids,  everything was memorable,  the school  winning the 

Herlihy Cup and the Edinburgh Shield -  cheering for them and 

making noise,  so everything was excit ing.

Q. How would you say that the education in North Point

has helped you through your career?

Ans. It  has greatly  helped me because that  is  what has real ly 

shaped me and in fact ,  I  had an al l  rounded education.  I  may not 

have done well  in sports  but I  knew everything about sports. 

Academically  i t  was one of  the very best  schools  in English, 

Physics,  Science,  Math and General  Knowledge.  I  would say that 

we real ly  got  an al l  rounded education.  That was important for  my 

career because I  developed a sense of  responsibil i ty  very early on 

in school.  I  never needed teachers to look over my shoulder to see 

i f  I  was behaving well . 

The sense of  responsibil i ty,  duty,  loyalty,  patriotism and 

whatever I  am in terms of  my knowledge of  being a better  human 

being came from the education I  got.  

Fr.  Van was one of  the closest  Fathers I  had in North Point. 

He passed away a few years back.  He used to come here every year 

or  so.  The last  t ime we had a talk,  I  said to Father,  “You would 

be very happy to know from me that  I  am a very good Buddhist 

actually,  but  most  of  my good Buddhist  values I  learnt from your 

Christian school”. 

I  felt  that  I  had given him tremendous credit  because this  is 

what they taught:  Values.  So,  one of  the biggest  things I  learnt in 

North Point  was values. 

Q. What is the one thing that you would never forget from

your career?

Ans.  Well  I  think my group,  who were very fortunate,  came to 

serve the country at  a  t ime when we were at  a  crossroads.   We 

were transit ing from the old to the new at  the beginning,  so we 

were one of  the very few well  -educated groups.  We were very 

fortunate to serve under our very wonderful  wise king,  His Majesty 

the Fourth King.  We were part  of  his  team which was responsible 

for  transforming this  country into what i t  is  today.  So that  is 

something unforgettable,  something that  we always take great 

pride in.  Bhutan has done extremely well  and we had the good 

fortune to serve under a very wise capable king and be a part  of 

that  team. 

Q. As the first democratically elected Minister of Work and

Human Settlement, what is the one major development 

that you have made for the nation?

Ans.  I  don’t  think I  alone made any extra difference because we 

were a part  of  the government from before the f irst  elections,  so 

we were responsible for  coming up with the plans and the policy 

of  the government.  We basical ly  continued the good policies  that 

were put in place by the fourth King.

One of  the big things we did during my tenure as Minister-

in-charge was the construction of  farm roads that  was done during 

our f ive year period and even the remaining were already projects 

that  were continued from there.  Therefore,  the number of  farm 

roads increased into thousands of  ki lometers within a short  span 

of  t ime and then we laid the plans for  the future too,  so I  think that 

is  one great  thing that  we have done. 

Q. After your retirement you’ve been viewed as a religious

person. Could you touch upon the topic of being religious?

Ans.  You know every Bhutanese is  a  rel igious person or at  least 

aspires to be one and I  am no different.  We feel  that  once you’ve 

done your l i fe ’s  work by serving our king and country,  you have to 

now devote your t ime to family and to rel igion.  So,  I  am really  not 

different from most of  the elderly Bhutanese. 

In terms of  being involved in doing things our days are over, 

we have done our part .  I  think we have done a wonderful  job,  i t 

is  t ime for us to relax and say our prayers.  We should visit  the 

places and do the pi lgrimages we have been wanting to do.  Also 

meet rel igious people and basical ly  in some ways prepare for  the 

next  round.  So,  I ’m no different but I ’m doing whatever that  can be 

done. 

Q. What would you say to the current North Point?

Ans. Well  I ’m sure that  the curriculum and the education that  you 

receive is  st i l l  the same.  I  would l ike to say that  they are very lucky 

to get  into a school  l ike North Point  and the kind of  education 

that  North Point  imparts  is  not  just  academically  based but i t  also 

teaches values of  l i fe,  community,  what is  r ight  and wrong etc. 

The students they should take the education of  North Point  very 

seriously and put i t  to practice when they face real  l i fe .  It  wil l 

improve their  own l i fe  and the l ives of  others.  Value is  the most 

important thing in a person’s  l i fe.

Sonam Palden with Lyonpo Yeshey Zimba
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Messages from Alumni in the United Kingdom

Rahimin Sirajee
ISC 2018

University of Greenwich, London.
BSc Hons Computer Science

“Take the challenges thrown in front of you and learn along 
the way, as you make progress in life. Everything takes time 

and effort.”

Sarthak Khatiwada
ISC 2018

Lancaster University, Lancaster.
Business Management

“Manage your time well and don’t worry if you don’t 
have a clear picture of what you want to do. You will 

find the answer in the most unexpected way.”

Pro tip: Learn how to cook and budget!

Jayant Sandeep Lakra
ISC 2018

Central FIlm School,London.
B.A Hons Practical Film-making

“Believe, adapt and conquer.”

“Life has it’s unique way of guiding you towards your 
goal, trust the process and believe in yourself.” 

Tip: Seek Discomfort
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Aloo Dum

a recipe by

Mrs Ava Rai

 The unassuming potato that we consume every other day if 
not everyday, has international origins. Did you know that the potato 
is native to the Americas and it was first introduced in India by the 
Portuguese in the 1700 as “Batata”. 

 Today potato is the focal point of many cuisines and a staple 
in every household. I am sure, that if you go to any town in any city, 
state or county there will be a handful of signature potato dishes. 

        Personally, for me it is “Aloo Dum”, though after researching I 
found out that the origins of this dish is on the opposite part of the 
country in the far North West state of Kashmir. None the less, it is I 
am sure a favourite for many. 

       I remember many fond memories surrounding pursuit of the 
infamous “Bhola’s Aloo”! 

        So, today I want to show you how to make “Bhola’s Aloo is so piro 
ya” Aloo, in the comforts of your home during this quarantine.

Prep time: 10 minutes

Cook time: 15 - 20 minutes max

Serves: 3 - 4 people

STEP 1: Crush the garlic cloves. In a small bowl put the garlic paste, 
turmeric powder, chilli powder, flour, seasoning, salt (according to 
your preference). 

STEP 2: Add water to it and mix thoroughly. Keep adding water till 
you get a runny bater consistency. Make sure to taste and see if you 
need to add any ingredient (At this point, it is usually adding of salt or 
chilli power. According to your preference.) Then set the paste aside.

STEP 3: On the gas stove, place a pressure cooker, pour about 4 
tablespoons of oil and let it heat. (One sure shot way to know if your 
oil is heated enough is to drop a tiny bit of the panch phoron in the 
oil.  If it starts to crackle that is a “go ahead!” sign).

STEP 4: Drop the panch phoron in the oil and let it fry for a minute 
and then pour in the paste and stir. You will see that a bit of the paste 
will be stuck to the bowl, to that pour about half a cup of water then 
pour that water into the cooker. After you have cooked the ingredients 
for about 5 minutes add in the potatoes.

STEP 5: Fry the potatoes in the paste for about 5 minutes, then add 
about 3 cups of water and put the lid on. Wait for about three whistles 
of the cooker. And voila! It is ready to eat with chapattis, rotis, chips 
or waiwai. Over anything that your craving fancies.

 I am a firm believer in the concept of “Chito Mitho” food and 
that it can be prepared by anyone. I hope you try this simple recipe 
and begin on a tasty journey that is the cooking.

INGREDIENTS

• 5 - 6 medium size potatoes, peeled, washed and 
chopped into blocks potato (no boiling required!)

• 5 - 6 cloves of peeled garlic (optional)

• 2 teaspoon turmeric powder

• 3 tablespoons of chilli powder

• 3 tablespoons of flour

• 1/2 teaspoon of seasoning

• Salt

• 1 teaspoon of panch phoron 

• Oil
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Chapter V
A Home in the City

by

Qventon Roberts
Class 11 ‘Arts’

The day suddenly turned cold for Jerrod. There stood Arya with a 
certain mask of amazement and fear all at once. Two bodies were slouched 
against the walls. The walls were lined with blood but Jerrod couldn’t believe 
it. Arya was facing the wall so it was hard to see her face, but she was shiver-
ing all over. Jerrod carefully approached her.

“Arya?” Jerrod said as he walked towards her, slowly.

“There dead, Jerrod!” Arya turned around. Her eyes were full of tears 
and blood was streaming down her forehead.

Jerrod was surprised and confused. People would be coming over 
soon. If they were caught, they would be persecuted. Arya’s clothes were lined 
with blood. Hers or the two men, he didn’t know.

“Come on Arya.” Jerrod said, handing her his coat. “Were almost at 
Harold’s.”

Soon they were at Harold’s house. It was to the south of the city. Har-
old was the city blacksmith. He used to work in the castle forge but he soon 
retired to raise his family. Now he worked in a forge next to his house, teach-
ing his children the art of forging.

Jerrod held Arya close. She was running a high fever. He didn’t know 
what happened in that alley but now wasn’t the right time to ask her.

Once they got to the house the doors flung wide and out came Perse-
phone, Harold’s youngest daughter. She had a sour expression on.

“Hey Persephone. How are you today?” Jerrod greeted her politely.

“What do you mean, Jerrod? You were supposed to be here by break-
fast!” Persephone began yelling at him, “Its almost noon now!”

Arya raised her head from under the hood of the coat.

“We got into trouble along the way” Arya suddenly spoke up.

Jerrod was surprised at seeing how quickly she recovered from the 
shock. That may be, but she was still shaking. Jerrod was not sure whether to 
leave her now or not.

“Wait… Jerrod who is this? Is this your friend?” Persephone said glar-
ing at Arya.

“Persephone… what do you mean?” Jerrod said, looking a little hurt.

Jerrod did accept he didn’t have many friends but he was not a person 
who didn’t want any friends either. Persephone was always making fun of 
him for his problems around people.

“Well don’t just stand there, come on in.”

Harold’s house was completely different from a normal blacksmiths. 
He liked to keep his professional life away from his personal life so as to be a 
good father and husband. The floors were lined with velvet carpets and the 
walls had beautiful paintings hung from them. Harold loved his paintings. He 
often drew inspiration from them to forge his blades.

The rooms were all made cosy and warm. A few of the best creations  
from his ancestors were kept in his house.  He was the last descendant of the 
Sanora family, a long line of smiths that worked with the magicians of Ruden-
hide. They forged the weapons that were enchanted by these magicians. One 
of these weapons was stored in his house which was hidden from everyone 
except Harold himself.

The house was large with plenty of rooms that were always full of dif-
ferent things used for recreation. Being a royal blacksmith had its perks but it 
also had its downside. Many people came to Harold with their requests. Some 
even dared to go as far as trying to threaten him and his family. But those who 
tried such a feat ended up having the Warden on their trail.

Persephone led them to the kitchen where Harold and his wife await-
ed them. The table was lined with plates and glasses.

Harold looked up from the knife he was sharpening, “So… you finally 
got here, boy. Did you get into trouble out in the streets?”

“Yes. A few thugs who were out for blood.” Jerrod replied, “We had to 
out run them.”

“And how did the girl get those blood lines on her clothes?” Harold 
began questioning, staring hard at Arya’s direction.

Jerrod was stunned. He was not sure how to answer that. He didn’t 
expect Harold to notice.

“Let’s put that aside for now,” Harold’s wife, Mirana said, “Boys, Jer-
rod’s here. Come on down for breakfast.”

Jerrod took a seat beside Harold. Persephone wanted to sit beside 
Arya so the two of them sat opposite of Jerrod.

Soon the two boys came tumbling into the kitchen. They were fighting 
over their seats as usual. Candrid and Barren Sanora. They  carried their title 
with pride and wanted to follow their father’s footsteps.

“Oh, hey Jerrod,” Barren greeted, “How are your crops faring? The 
storm did any damage to those plots.”

“Not good.” Jerrod replied, “The plots are all submerged and most of 
the planted crops are all destroyed. I’ll be needing your help later if that’s ok 
with you.”

“Sure, we’re always happy to help,” Candrid said. He was the older of 
the lot, but he was always happy to be around the younger generation.

Mirana began lining the table with food, putting whole plates of but-
tered potatoes and meat on the table. The sight made Jerrod’s mouth water.

As they were all eating Persephone suddenly asked, “Hey Arya, why 
don’t we go around town and buy you some clothes. That boyish outfit must 
be uncomfortable, I presume.”

“That’s a lovely idea,” Mirana said, “You girls could go around town 
and have fun for a change.”

“But still, I think Jerrod should go with them as well.” Harold said 
suddenly, “Without the Warden, there is a high chance of meeting those thugs 
again.”

“That’s not possible now.” Arya said calmly.

Jerrod knew why but just kept shut. He was not sure whether to ask Arya 
now or later, but he had to ask her someday.

After breakfast Jerrod took Arya aside to have a talk. She didn’t retaliate 
either.

“So… what happened back in that alley?” Jerrod asked.

“You know Jerrod, you should not try to get acquainted with me.” Arya replied 
coldly, “Many bad things will happen if you do.”

“That doesn’t answer my question. Did you or did you not kill those people?” 
Jerrod’s tone changed, suddenly harsh and angry.

“Yes…” Was all that she said.

Jerrod was stunned with shock. He couldn’t move or do anything in particu-
lar. Persephone called out from above and Arya turned and left the baffled boy 
all alone.

Jerrod was there alone with only his thoughts to keep him company. But even 
they were silent from the shock.

Okay, Jerrod thought, she is definitely not a princess.

to be continued...



13

CrEaTiVe  N.p.

Misfits
- Ravi Prakash Gupta

Class 9D

To all those who dared to drown,

To those who took their agony as their crown.

The tender time when those captivating eyes,

Would remind you of the Rhenish sky.

Sabotaged;

Couldn’t understand the thin line,

As one was clay and the other was sand.

One as sand, could let his emotions flow,

But sand too rests at an hourglass low.

The other was clay, stuck to her past,

Bewildered and restrained from the cosmos cast.

While one was rushing to MOVE ON,

The other was calling to HOLD ON.

AVNEESH KHAWAS
Class 8C

RINCHEN BOMZON
Class 7B
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NAWANG GYALTSHEN SHERPA 
Class 3C

PALDEN LAMA
Class 3B

GYALSTEN 
TSHERING 

YOLMO
Class 3C
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TRESONG D. SHERPA
Class 3B

VAIBHAV PRADHAN
Class 3C

YUNCHOK LIMBU
Class 3A

MANAV AGRAWAL
Class 6B



N A T I O N A L

Doctor ’s
D A JULY

1ST

"Whoever saves one life, saves the world entire."

-  S C H I N D L E R ' S  L I S T  -

As the world continues to fight the COVID-19 pandemic, we salute the real heroes of today - Doctors and Nurses. 
We acknowledge all the sacrifices you have made. We remember in our prayers all those of you who have lost their 
lives to the ordeal, making the ultimate sacrifice. We thank you for all the work you have done and continue to do, 

despite the danger to yourselves and your families.The world is a better place because of you. 

Thank you! 

THE

NORTH POINT
WEEKLY
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H E R A L DS P O R T I F
‘  Something we’ve always dreamed of ’  - Liverpool 
players react to Premier League win

LFC News

The Liverpool squad 
have been attempting to put 
their emotions into words after 
being crowned Premier League 
champions.

Jürgen Klopp’s side have 
ended a 30-year wait for the Reds 
to secure the top-flight crown, 
achieving the feat with seven games 
remaining in the season. 

The title was secured after Manchester City suffered defeat away at 
Chelsea on Thursday night, leading to emotional and jubilant celebrations 
among the team.
Trent Alexander-Arnold to Liverpoolfc.com

“We probably thought as a team we would be able to do it ourselves, 
but we don’t really care how we did it at the end of the day. We are Premier 
League champions and we are proud of that.

“Obviously things are not as we imagined probably a few months 
ago or even a year ago how we imagined to win the Premier League, but we 
are not going to complain and make a fuss of. It’s something we’ve always 
dreamed of. As fans I think it’s something that will always be remembered.”
Andy Robertson to Liverpoolfc.com

“As a squad we’re so close. We love coming in to training every 
single day. If somebody is having a bad game, we dig them out of a hole and 
we stick together on the pitch, we stick together off the pitch – that’s why 
this squad is so special. I love being a part of it.

“We’re all kind of brothers and we have a dad figure in the gaffer 
and he’s the one that leads us in the right direction. Him and his staff have 

been second to none, to be fair, since 
I’ve came here. This season they’ve 
been excellent to us going, keep us 
hungry, keep us motivated.

“Motivation has never been 
a struggle. As players we’ve always 
been hungry and we always wanted 
to win trophies for this club. Luckily, 
we’re now showing that in the last 
12 months.”
Georginio Wijnaldum to 
Liverpoolfc.com

“It’s difficult to describe but 
I can say that I’m really happy and 
really pleased that I can be a part of 

this team, be a part of this club. 
“And I’m really happy that this time we can give this title to the 

supporters because they have waited so long for this title. The supporters 
were so loyal during the years since I’m here and even before I came here. 

“That makes it more beautiful because when you have such loyal 
supporters and you can give them one of the best gifts, it makes it more 
beautiful than it is.”
Jordan Henderson to Sky Sports

“It is amazing. I didn’t want to talk about it until this moment. I’m 
so happy for all the boys. I’m just a bit overwhelmed and it’s an amazing 
feeling. I’m so proud of what we have achieved.

“There was a lot of emotion and it was a different experience 
watching the game, and then to be with everyone and all the staff at the 
final whistle. It was a moment we will never forget. 

“I’m just lost for words at the minute. It hasn’t really sunk in, you 
never really think of this end moment, you are just concentrating on each 
game. When this moment comes, I cannot really describe it.”
Virgil, just how are you feeling?

“Emotional but just full of joy. It’s such a good feeling. We’ve 
worked so hard already this season and we are not finished yet. It’s been 

a dream come true for all of us already. For me personally, coming to 
the club, winning the Champions League, winning the Premier League 
in the two-and-a-half seasons I’ve been at the club, it is just magnificent 
personally and a dream come true. It’s something I always hoped for when I 
joined Liverpool. It’s just amazing and it’s amazing to be part of this group. 
It’s amazing also to be with these kind of players, the manager, the staff, 
Melwood, all the people there are looking after us. Everyone has to feel like 
a champion who is part of us, including the fans of course.”

Jurgen Klopp

Andrew Robertson

Georginio Wijnaldum Champions Jersey 19-20

Jordan Henderson( Capatin) Virgil Van DijkFans outside Anfield



“ W E  A R E  C H A M P I O N S ”
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Crossword- Harry Potter

Down:
1.died as a sacrifice while protecting
Harry Potter
2.lived as a rat for 12 years
3.the actor of Harry Potter
4.named after Dumbeldore and Snape
5.the real name of He-Who-Must-
Not-Be-Named or You-Know-Who

Across:
6.the elf freed by Harry Potter
7.animagus is a cat
8.the actor of the most iconic
character who died on Jan 14 2016
9.the man who suffered the most
10.the evilest wizard in the whole
world
11.animagus is a dog

SUDOKU

Word Jumble

SCHSE

XNOBGI

RAKPROU

RETIKCC

__ __ __ __ __ __ is an activity that is 
competitive and athletic, which requires some 
particular set of skills.

Solutions of Issue 11:-

Crossword:
Down:1.twin towers 2.garden side 3.LD field 
4. frazerhall 5.quadrangle
Across:6.studyhall 7.toilets 8.headmaster 
9.blackchocolate 10.prefect’s office

Jumble:
MARVEL, IRONMAN, GROOT, SPIERMAN 
AVENGERS
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The North Point Weekly, in association with the The North 
Point Quiz Club, brings you a series of thrilling questions. 
So team up with your family and go on this quest to 
find the answers with the help of the given clues. Happy 
Quizzing!!

M R  M O H A M M E D  Y U S U F

3

Jacqui Kenny is agoraphobic - she 
fears being in crowds, public places 
and open areas. Thinking of leaving 
her house can cause stress and panic 

attacks.  Yet, she claims to have travelled the 
world and her pictures are up for sale.  “I love the 
angle of the camera, this slight oddness, the 360-
ness and even the blurred faces,” she says.  How 
did she manage to travel around the world?

2
On a military campaign, the 
Prince of Wallachia pulled out his 
troops from a major engagement 
in a valley at dusk so that the sun 

was in their enemy’s eyes. Once they were over 
the hill, he set loose a bunch of rabid bats that 
flew away from the sun (towards the enemies) 
and attacked them, leading to significant 

infection and eventual victory for the Prince. This 
Prince was the inspiration of a famous fictional 

character. Which character?

X is a 1992 American romantic thriller film directed by Mick 
Jackson, the soundtrack to which is the best selling soundtrack 
of all time, selling more than 45 million copies worldwide and 
the lead single from it is also among the top 10 best selling 
singles of all time. The movie was also the second highest 

grossing film worldwide of the year with a total gross of $411 million. 
Nearly all of the songs in the soundtrack were performed by one of the 
film’s leads who debuted, as an actor (unisex term), with this movie.  The 
sudden death of a famous celebrity, or rather the way she ‘allegedly’ 
died, might have reminded you of this person. A blockbuster Indian film 
also has the same name as X but there’s no connection between the two 
whatsoever.  What movie are we talking about and who is the person 
in question?

4

August 15, 1936, Berlin X, dejectedly watches the debacle 
unfolding in front of him. He leaves, clearly frustrated at having 
seen Y dashing his hopes. Later, X, infatuated by Y, summoned 
him. When asked by X what he did in his native country, Y replied 
that he was a soldier in the Army. Then X offered Y a high 
ranking post in his Army, which Y, subtly rejected. X said that he 

understood Y’s emotions and took leave of him.  What incident am I talking 
about?

The story of how this city got its name is absurd. In 1882, just 
23 years after the first oil field was discovered in Pennsylvania, 
Canadian Engineer Mr W L Lake saw elephants emerging out of 
the dense forest with oil stains on their feet. He shouted “_ _, __”, 
asking his boys to dig there and was successful in finding oil. His 

shout is said to have given this place its name.  What did he shout and which 
place am I talking about?

5
X got inspiration for his 1976 film Z from the 1975 title fight 
between Y and Wepner.  Initially Y wasn’t very pleased with the 
film as it was the antagonist that was based on him. He was 
even quoted as saying “ I have been so great they had to create 
an image like Z, a white image on the screen, to counteract my 

image in the ring. America has to have its white images, no matter where it 
gets them. Jesus, Wonder Woman, Tarzan and Z.”  Y though later claimed 
that he really liked the first  Z film and had made peace with the way he 
was portrayed on screen. He was also present during the Oscars in 1977 and 
came face-to-face with X and had a mock fight with the actor, who was on 
stage to announce the Best Supporting Actress nominations. Give X, Y and Z.

78

The difference in the fasting customs of the Church in Milan 
and another city prompted an exchange of words between 
St. Augustine and St. Ambrose in 390 AD. This exchange 
of words, contains the origin of which phrase? The 

phrase was given its earliest form by Robert Burton in his Anatomy of 
Melancholy in 1621.

1

Osvaldo Soriano was a 
journalist who once walked 
into a bar in Rome and met 
a superstar. Soriano decided 

to feign indifference to the star’s stardom 
and it worked. The said person placed an 
orange on his head and in few seconds 
made it dance and bounce over every 
curve of his body without dropping it once. 
He then turned around and asked Osvaldo 
how many times the Orange touched his 
hand. “Never” was what the journalist 
belived. “No, Once” was the reply (with a 
grin). Who did Soriano meet in that bar?

6

Around the 1980s, Burma was one 
of the world’s most impoverished 
countries. This was primarily 
attributed to the govt agenda of 

“Burmese Way to Socialism”, which involved 
economic isolation and strengthening of the 
military.   In 1988, protests against the ruling 
BSP Party, led mainly by students gained 
momentum. The agitating students planned 
a nationwide demonstration on August 8, 
an auspicious date based on numerological 
significance. It turned into a bloody affair, with 
the authorities firing on the protesters, leading 
to violent clashes, which resulted in the death of 
about 95 people.   What were those violent 
protests more popularly known as? 

9
The Kolkata Biryani evolved 
from the Lucknow Biryani 
when Awadh’s last Nawab, 
Wajid Ali Shah, was exiled in 

1856 to the Kolkata suburb of 
Metiabruz. The Nawab brought 

his personal chef with him but 
due to their relative poverty there, a 

change had to be made in the biryani, 
which has now become a speciality of the 

Kolkata Biryani. What was the change? 

10

QuizQ U E S T
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As part of the ongoing online upgradation process, we are 
upgrading all our emails addresses.  

As of this week, our new email for the North Point weekly will be

nplivez@sjcnorthpoint.com 

This domain is the official and secure online presence for the 
school. Also, it offers us a large storage space. 

Please keep sending us your articles and feedback to the new 
address.  We look forward to your continued patronage. 

Best Wishes,

|  E D I T O R S  | 

dear  patrons 



St. Joseph’s School
north point, darjeeling - 734104
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Thank you for reading Issue 12. 
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www.sjcnorthpoint.com

“ Creativity doesn’t wait for that “ Creativity doesn’t wait for that 
perfect moment. It fashions its own perfect moment. It fashions its own 

perfect moments out of ordinary perfect moments out of ordinary 
ones.ones. ” ”

B R U C E  G A R R A B R A N D T

http://nplivez@sjcnorthpoint.com
http://www.sjcnorthpoint.com

